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Buzzard Gets Face Lift
In 1993, Gov. Jim Edgar stood in what was then a first-floor
student lounge in the northwest section of Eastern Illinois
University's Buzzard Building to present University officials
with more than S11 million for the rehabilitation and
expansion of the 39-year-old laboratory school.

~kif~

Today, Eastern faculty, staff. students and community
members are reuniting to celebrate the conversion of Buzzard
from a former K-9 school building to an effective, state-of-theart university facility.
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The first of several major building renovation projects planned
for the campus, the renamed Robert G. Buzzard Hall is the first
building to house numerous technological advances that will
assist the University in meeting the challenges of higher
education in the future . Classrooms feature Local Area
Network connections and are equipped with projection
screens, overhead projectors, television monitors and VCRs.
Future plans include state-of-the-art equipment for unique
laboratories in the building, including an electronic
newsroom, digital photo lab, instructional technology center
and distance learning classrooms.
Construction on the multi-million-dollar project began in Fall
1995 and was completed this past fall. Most departments
moved to temporary locations around campus during the
two-year renovation which involved gutting the entire
building - removing everything from the interior walls to the
heating and cooling systems -- constructing a two-level
addition, installing a new roof and improving accessibility to
persons with disabilities.
The most striking feature of the newly renovated building is a
second-floor atrium area housing the journalism department
and overlooking student publications. The first-floor
auditorium, built for children's assemblies with seats sized for
children rather than adults, has been transformed into a
modern facility conducive to adult instruction. Classrooms and
faculty offices have been remodeled and expanded and
additional laboratory space provided. Gone from the building
are the endless rows of lockers lining the walls -- replaced in
some areas by a single row of coat hooks. The interior brick
walls, characteristic of elementary school buildings, have been
replaced by a more modern-looking surface.
The building features a new heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC} system that has
a variable air volume feature which provides both energy efficiency and occupant comfort.
New operable windows are interlocked with the HVAC system so when they are opened no
heating or cooling will be delivered to that office. Lights in the new classrooms have an
energy conservation feature so that if lights are left on by accident, a sensor in the lighting
system automatically turns them off after a designated period of time.
First occupied in 1958 as Eastern's Laboratory School (K-9), Buzzard was converted to
university classrooms in 1974 when the lab school was closed. The building now houses
departments of the College of Education and Professional Studies, as well as offices for
student teaching coordination, an instructional technology center, a reading center, a faculty
development center and a child development laboratory. The University's radio and
television center occupies the former pool and gymnasium area.
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Robert G. Buzzard (1890-1979),

Robert G. Buzzard Hall

a native of Sumner, Illinois, and Eastern Illinois
University's second president to assume office
(from 1933 to 1956), graduated from Illinois
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State Normal University in 1914 with a junior
college diploma, the University of Chicago in
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1916 with a bachelor of science degree in
geography, the University of Chicago in 1917
with a master's degree in geography, Clark
University in 1925 with a doctorate degree in
geography, the University of Illinois in 1928
with a master of arts degree in education,

Introduction
President David L. Jorns

and, in 1974, received an honorary Doctor of
Laws degree from EIU.

At the time .of

Buzzard's appointment as Eastern's president,
he was head of the geography department at

Comments from the Board of Trustees
Susan L. Gilpin

what was then Illinois State Normal University.

Comments from State Representatives
During Buzzard's administration, Eastern grew. Under his leadership, an extension
program was established, allowing students to take classes off campus. In addition,
the School gained a commerce department (later to be the Department of Business

Senator Judy Myers
Representative Dale Righter

Education), and the speech department, both in 1937; the Health Education Building
(McAfee) inl 938; the Physical Science Building in 1940; Trailerville -- mobile buildings
from World War II which were erected west of Fourth Street and served as housing for
returning veterans and their families (1945); Campus City -- surplus war buildings,

Comments from the Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs
Dr. Terry M. Weidner

created near Trailerville, which provided additional student housing for veterans
(1947); the Mary J. Booth Library (1950); Lincoln and Douglas Residence Halls (1951 );
and non-teaching bachelor of science degrees (1955). Also under Buzzard's

Comments from the Student Body President

administration, the name of the school was changed to Eastern Illinois State College

Kim Harris

(1947).
In 1956, Buzzard retired as president but, before doing so, he broke ground for a

Ribbon Cutting

campus training school, later named the Robert G. Buzzard Laboratory School.
(Most information obtained from Eastern's "7995 Warbler"
and
"Eastern Illinois State College: Fifty Years of Public Service" by Charles H. Coleman (7 902)).
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